Fulfilling your full potential in Christ
(Being a good ground disciple – That your life bears much eternal fruit)
· God has a unique plan for every person’s life which begins when they come to Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· However many people fail to fully appropriate all that God has planned for their life because of:

· Fear

· Discouragement

· The things of this world constantly distracting them
· Not knowing the authority that they have as a believer in the Name of Jesus, and
· Not knowing the will of God for their life. EVERY PERSON HAS 24 HOURS EACH DAY THAT CAN BE USED IN WHAT EVER WAY THEY WISH

· As Christians we need to always live with eternity in mind. That we make the most of every God given opportunity in life to store up treasures for eternity.
· Jesus Himself said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· WE ALL HAVE ONE LIFE TO MAKE AN IMPACT IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY

· Every believer can make a profound impact in this world for eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

 The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.”        (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)
LAST WEEK I SHARED THE FIRST 3 KEYS TO FULFILLING OUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST. I WILL NOW QUICKLY RESTATE THESE 3 KEYS BEFORE SHARING 4 MORE KEYS TODAY

1) BEING AVAILABLE AND OBEDIENT TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE – WE NEED TO MAKE THIS CHOICE ON A DAILY BASIS – We must first have a willing mind. Jesus said,

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
2) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD – LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES – WE NEED GOD’S WISDOM AND DIRECTION TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE, (We need to build our life on the wisdom and promises contained in the Word of God – What God says about our life)  The LORD said to Joshua,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
3) BEING PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AS GOD DIRECTS – WE WILL INVARIABLY NEED TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS IN LIFE TO FULFIL ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
God moves when we move. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

WE NEED TO BE WILLING TO STEP OUT OF OUR COMFORT ZONE AND OVERCOME OUR FEARS TO FULFIL ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
But we can be assured that God will be with us each and every step of the way. Jesus said to His disciples,

“... and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)

JESUS WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE US
In the book of Hebrews we read,

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)
I WILL NOW QUICKLY SHARE 4 MORE KEYS TO HELP YOU TO FULFIL YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST – To help you to become a good ground disciple

4) Having a lifestyle of prayer
· God’s plan for our life unfolds over time

· Involving the Lord in all that we do is a key to fulfilling our full potential in Christ
· Life is full of choices. Involving the Lord in all that we do in life helps us to consistently make right choices in life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
· Prayer and worship go hand in hand. As we worship the Lord, God puts on our hearts things to pray for. When we find ourselves going through challenges in life it is so important that we continually fix our eyes on the Lord. 

· When we worship the Lord and pray, even if our circumstances do not immediately change, the way we see the problems does
· When we focus on the bigness of our God our problems begin to appear smaller. When Paul and Silas were persecuted and beaten for their faith they began to pray and sing hymns.

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.” (Acts 16:25-26)
· WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP US. JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“ .... If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
· HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER HELPS US NOT TO BE OVERWHELMED BY LIFE’S CIRCUMSTANCES. WE MUST LEARN TO CONTINUALLY TAKE OUR CARES AND NEEDS TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

· THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT GOD BOTH HEARS AND ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS THAT ARE IN LINE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE. The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.   (1 John 5:14-15)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· EVERY BELIEVER CAN SEE CHANGES IN THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES THROUGH BEING PERSISTENT IN PRAYER. IN THE BOOK OF JAMES WE READ,

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:16-18)

· HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER HELPS US TO:

· Not be overwhelmed by life’s circumstances

· Helps us to make right choices in life, and 

· Helps to turn our circumstances around. Nothing is impossible for God. The Lord said to the prophet Jeremiah when he was in jail,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· Spending time in the presence of the LORD helps us to also renew our strength. In the book of Isaiah we read,

“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)
· Having a lifestyle of prayer is a major key to seeing God’s plan for our life unfolding. In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

5) The importance of choosing our friends wisely
· The bible makes it clear that we must choose our friends wisely

· Wrong friendships have the potential to take us away from God’s best for our life

· Having good friendships and choosing carefully who we spend time with is a major key to fulfilling our full potential in Christ

· In the book of Psalms we read,

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
· PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS THE BIBLE GIVES US GREAT WISDOM TO HELP US TO NOT MAKE WRONG CHOICES IN LIFE. In 2 Corinthians we read,
“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God...” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16)
· EVEN THE HEART OF KING SOLOMON, WHO TWICE HAD A VISITATION FROM THE LORD IN A DREAM, DEPARTED FROM THE LORD WHEN HE MARRIED FOREIGN WIVES WHO WORSHIPPED OTHER IDOLS. IN 2 KINGS WE READ,

“But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Sidonians, and Hittites-

From the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.” (1 Kings 11:1-2)

“For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammorites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:4-6)
· OUR CHOICE OF FRIENDS HAS A GREAT IMPACT ON OUR LIVES – AND ULTIMATELY WHETHER OR NOT WE FULFIL OUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST
· We must have in our life friends who encourage us in our walk with the Lord and to be all that God has planned for our life

· Friends who encourage us and who help to build us up in our faith

· Friends who build us up with words of encouragement

· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.”  (Proverbs 13:20)
“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23)
6) We must have a continual childlike trust in the Lord

· As Christians we can be assured of God’s absolute faithfulness and willingness to help us in time of need
· Nothing is impossible for God. Jesus said,

“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
· When we continually trust the Lord in all that we do in life, and commit our plans to Him, all that God has planned for our life will come to pass. We can feed on God’s faithfulness

· In the book of Psalms we read,

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5) 
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His hand.” (Psalm 37:23)
“As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.” (Psalm 18:30)
· WHEN WE HAVE A SIMPLE CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD AND SIMPLY JUST DO WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO:
· We will CONTINALLY bear fruit in our life

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
· We will have peace during the storms of life, and

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
· We will fulfil all that God has planned for our life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
7) We must be committed to finishing what God has called us to do in life
· The Christian walk is an overcoming walk. Jesus Himself said,
“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) 
· In the book of Revelation we read,

“...To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” (Revelation 2:7)

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” (Revelation 2:11)

“...To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.” (Revelation 2:17)

“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations.” (Revelation 2:26)

“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more.  I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  And I will write on him My new name.” (Revelation 3:12)

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” (Revelation 3:21)
· As Christians we are in a spiritual contest. Every believer has a unique plan and purpose for their life – However we must be over comers if we are to fulfil all that God has planned for our life
· As we fulfil God’s plan for our life we help others to come to Christ and to fulfil God’s plan for their life – Every Believer can make a profound impact in this world for eternity

· As Christians we must not allow circumstances and setbacks to stop us from fulfilling all that God has planned for our life

· We must simply choose to not grow weary in doing good and to continually love those who persecute us

· Jesus was committed to finishing what His Father had called Him to do here on earth. In the gospel of John we can see this very clearly. Early in His ministry,

“Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)
· Near the end of His time here on earth, Jesus prayed to His Father,

“I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

· AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST BE COMMITTED TO FINISHING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE. We must be like the Apostle Paul who wrote near the end of his life,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
SO IN CONCLUSION I HAVE COVERED SEVEN KEYS TO HELP YOU FULFILL YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST – WE HAVE ONE LIFE HERE ON EARTH IN THIS BODY TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERINTY. 
These seven keys were:
1. BEING AVAILABLE AND OBEDIENT TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE – WE NEED TO MAKE THIS CHOICE ON A DAILY BASIS – We must first have a willing mind.

2. BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD – LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES – WE NEED GOD’S WISDOM AND DIRECTION TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE, (We need to build our life on the wisdom and promises contained in the Word of God – What God says about our life.

3. BEING PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AS GOD DIRECTS – WE WILL INVARIABLY NEED TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS IN LIFE TO FULFIL ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE

4. Having a lifestyle of prayer (Involving God in all that we do)

5. Choosing our friends wisely
6. Having a continual childlike trust in the Lord (Just doing what Jesus tells you to do), AND

7. Being committed to finishing what God has called us to do in life   
